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Splendor of the Kingdom 2
We gathered for our Gender Matters conference in New York City last weekend (soon to be in
Kansas City February 10, sign up now!); the Holy Spirit flooded us like a river overflowing onto
parched land. He is re-awakening our call to live the-truth-in-love and so authenticates our claim
that Jesus makes a better way for the sexually broken.
As Pope Francis says in ‘The Joy of the Gospel’, this can only be accomplished through ‘a
radical openness to the leading of the Holy Spirit.’ At core, this is nothing less than the core
message of the Gospel, which is at once simple, countercultural, and full of joy. We discover that
our joy hinges upon responding to His whispers, and on trembling legs advancing His reign where
He leads.
Prior to the conference, the Holy Spirit led me to two men with a small child. They were
‘gay’-identified and ‘parents’ of this adopted boy. God gave me His heart for this child; I realized
at once that we have a responsibility to such kids. I spoke with the pair about how much Jesus
loved them all and had special plans for the boy, a divine paternal desire to confirm him as His
beloved. When they said they did not believe that way I said with joy: ‘Well, we all have ideas but
none change the fact that Jesus is real and has a great plan for this kid that is greater than your
plans!’ I couldn’t believe I said it. Yet the Spirit gave me joy, which enabled them to hear.
We proceeded to our conference where beautiful, broken Christians from around New York City,
New Jersey, and Connecticut gathered to become better news for persons with gender identity
problems. From a host of brave churches, they like us are surrounded by the dull attitude that to be
moral is to accept blandly whatever destructive choices others makes on the grounds of ‘love’ and
‘freedom.’ These believers know better and are crying out: ‘Holy Spirit, show us the better way to
bring Jesus’ merciful reign to our friends who are self-destructing!’
Two realities were evident: we the saints are so broken! The church who hosted us had a huge
cross before which we gathered and simply wept over our own sins and wounds, mostly traditional
in nature. We are all victims and perpetrators. Our pain was based on a host of regrettable ways in
which we have been complicit with deceived friends and family; crying ‘peace when there is no
peace.’ Or the ways we have accommodated our ‘normal’ idols and addictions when Jesus wants
to break our chains so we can be free to bring the Kingdom to the enslaved. He did it! His
Presence for deliverance was evident and effectual.
The reality of our brokenness was surpassed by His power. Through the good teachings and
testimonies, it was obvious that the Spirit is raising up an army of men and women for whom
Jesus’ loving kindness is better than anything else in this life (PS 63:3). We live only to make Him
known, joyfully, and with humble reliance upon each other. For the first time in years, I wanted to
linger with all the saints in the church afterwards. My weariness was eclipsed by the beauty of this
Gideon’s army. Jesus Himself is empowering us in our many weaknesses ‘to rout foreign armies’
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(Heb. 11:34). We are His members, wholly submitted to our Head, and we will turn the tide of
deception on waves of Almighty Mercy.
Please join us in Kansas City for our next Gender Matters on Feb. 10th. Become a part of God’s
healing army for broken persons you love. Sign up now!
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