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Reunion
‘He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him.’ (Mk 16:6)

Resurrection is reunion: Jesus, torn from His Father, now returns to Him. Evil demanded payment:
crucifixion, the vast distance between God and God.
Love crossed over that gap, conquering sin and death.
Resurrection is the ultimate Father/Son reunion.
Every Easter, God extends to us a fresh invitation to reenter that reunion.
Jesus descended into hell to get us out of there.
He rose again into perfect union with His Father, that we might join Him there.
His reunion with the Father becomes ours, His triumph over sin and death becomes ours. The
afflicting power of our ‘sin-sickness’ no longer prevails;
the sheltering, empowering love of our Father does.
Resurrection insists on it.
‘The resurrection of Christ is a sign of God’s purpose and power to restore His creation to its full
stature and integrity.’ Alister McGrath
Resurrection ‘lays the foundation for a completely new life, a new order. In Christ, we become
completely different men and women in the very depths of our beings.’ Christoph Blumhardt
Through His cross, Christ grants us a share in His suffering; how much more does He, the risen
Christ, delight in granting us full rights and privileges as beloved children of the Father?
Jesus has transformed the burning sand into a pool, the cross of suffering into reunion with our
Heavenly Father. May His triumph be ours this Easter—full of the same comfort, confirmation, and
confidence that Jesus now shares with His Father.
Rejoice!
Isaiah 35
“The desert and the parched land will be glad;
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.
Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom;
it will rejoice greatly, and shout for joy…
Strengthen the feeble hands, and steady the knees that give way;
Say to those with fearful hearts: ‘Be strong, do not fear;
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your God will come, he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution to save you.’
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy.
Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs…
And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness.
The unclean will not journey on it: it will be for those who walk in that Way…
But only the redeemed will walk there, and the ransomed of the Lord will return.
They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads.
Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.”
‘You will go out with joy, and be led forth in peace.
The mountains and hills will burst into song before you,
And all the trees of the field will clap their hands…’ (Is 55:12)

‘As You have shown us mercy, O God, in the desert places of our lives, would You show mercy to
the beleaguered state of marriage in the USA? As the Perry vs. Schw. case wends its way to the
National Supreme Court, prepare for Yourself a victory. We shall render to Caesar what is
Caesar’s but we shall prayerfully fight that what is Yours, O God. Prepare the hearts of each
justice, especially Justice Anthony Kennedy, to uphold marriage according to Your merciful design.
Remember mercy, O God.’
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