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Outlawing Gender Integration in California
‘We give you strict orders not to teach in His name.’ Peter and John replied: ‘Judge for
yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you rather than God. For we cannot help
speaking about what we have seen and heard…We must obey only God and not men!’ (Acts
4:18-20; 5:29)
Wake up people. The bill best designed to outlaw Christian efforts to help persons resolve gender
identity problems is racing through the California legislature as you read this. AB 2943 prohibits all
conferences, teachings, or publications (where money is exchanged for the resource) aimed at
helping people to overcome same-sex attraction or gender dysphoria. This impacts every pastor,
counselor, friend, or family member in California.
Most chillingly, it slams the door on citizens whose conscience guides them to make peace with
their bodies as designed by God. The California legislature wants to deny them that choice. Today
the Assembly will decide if the state has the right to insist that the only option for Californians with
gender identity problems is to transition into the ‘gay’ or ‘trans’ self. Though these are standard
values in much of the clinical community, California is seeking to make them the only values. This
is an affront to moral liberty.
It sounds preposterous, I know. When I first heard of this bill, I assumed it implausible, dead on
arrival. Instead, AB 2943 raced through the first two committees in spite of valiant testimonies by
friends Dr. Joseph Nicolosi Jr., Anne Paulk of Restored Hope Network, and Bethel Redding’s
Elizabeth Woning and Ken Williams. These last three witnessed persuasively to the power of Jesus
and His community to restore true identity but were stonewalled by representatives who only asked
sympathetic questions of those claiming abuse at the hands of bad helpers, valid issues for clinical
ethics but irrelevant to the rights of persons to choose the kind of help (s)he desires!
According to Ken Williams, ‘the freight train is here, barring persons from the right to help and to
heal gender identity problems. This is the first day I have felt discriminated against, robbed of my
freedom to hold to my convictions. The government is now seeking to mandate what I do with my
sexuality.’
Every person deserves the freedom to exercise moral authority over his or her body and desires. I
may boldly disagree with Ellen Degeneres’ and Rupaul’s identity choices (just as they do mine!)
but I grant them freedom to make them. We as Americans share constitutional freedoms of worship
and speech. According to the Supreme Court, ‘the proudest boast of our free speech
jurisprudence is that we protect the freedom to express the thought we hate.’
Church, wake up. AB 2943 roused Bethel Redding to mobilize their people to engage gently and
well with political representatives. Might I ask all Christians in California--Catholics, Orthodox,
Baptists, Pentecostals—to invite their fellows to persuade elected officials to vote against this bill?
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(See californiafamily.org) If this bill passes, the state officially denies Jesus’ will for our sexual
humanity and His power to redeem it.
Today, Monday the 16th, at 9am, the lower house of the CA legislature will vote on AB 2943; if
passed, it will go to the senate then to the governor. Pray for a miracle of God’s justice. Or that
such a preposterous bill, if passed, will be fast-tracked to the Supreme Court.
Pray that a renewed Church will unite and arise in California as a result of this enslaving legislation.
Nothing short of our freedom of speech and worship-- our right to decide the man or woman we will
become--are at stake. If we lose, may we become holy outlaws who obey God, not man, with
words and deeds of fire.
‘Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable Your servants to speak Your word with great
boldness. Stretch out Your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the
name of Your holy servant Jesus’ (Acts 4:29, 30).
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