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The Gaze From The Cross, Part 4

Day 19 of our 40 Days of Mercy Fast
—
The Gaze from the Cross, Part 4 (Please also read Part 1, Part 2, and Part 3)
‘When I was dying on the cross, I was not thinking about Myself but about sinners, and I
prayed for them to the Father.’ (324)

Prayer for sinners to enter into God’s Mercy must become action: intercession primes our hearts
with God’s intentions for them. What a privilege to steep loved ones in God’s merciful heart for
them! Prayer then looses merciful words and actions toward each one.
I love that rhythm: we live out of God’s pure Blood and Water, sourced at Calvary. We live from
those ‘waters’, longing for loved ones to find their place in the pool. We cry out to God to open
their eyes and hearts to their need for that Mercy. In that process we become ambassadors of
Mercy, an answer to our own prayers.
That requires good hard work, in prayer and deeds. Jesus describes it best in the Parable of the
Fruitless Fig Tree. A man owned a vineyard with a tree that failed to bear fruit; he thus ordered the
gardener to destroy it. The gardener pleaded with the owner: ‘Leave it alone for one more year,
and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ (Lk. 13:8,
9)
We too look at the lives of ‘fruitless’ loved ones. No longer ‘abiding in the vine’, they thus fail to
bear fruit. (Jn. 15:4, 5) We cry out to God: ‘Spare them as we make every effort to fertilize their
lives in prayer and action.’ We then seek the Lord, asking for divine wisdom as we seek to be
timely, inspired ambassadors of Mercy for them.
My son Sam had an extended season of hurt and disappointment in his life. He wandered in the
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wilderness, far from home. He knew the ‘house rules’, that we would not support his addictions; at
the same time, he wanted freedom from the shame of our scrutiny and freedom for his autonomy.
We ached for our beloved son. When we saw him, we ached more because we could see the
impact of his wandering: an afflicted, progressively sterile soul. Because we knew him well and
loved him so, it was not difficult to bear with him. We asked God to inspire little acts of kindness
and choice words that might break up hard ground and mirror his fruitful potential.
We prayed for Sam to behold his own fruitlessness; we asked for incidents that might shake him
and cause him to yearn for something deeper and truer within.
Jesus’ Mercy prevailed. Sam lost his job and began to lose patience with his empty way of life. He
returned home. Humbled, he began to cooperate with Jesus. Hail the Merciful One who mercifully
prunes and fortifies the afflicted, helping them to bear lasting fruit.
‘As God has made us sharers in His Mercy, and even more than that, dispensers of that
Mercy, we should therefore have great love for each soul…’ (539)
‘If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given
you. This is to My Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be My
disciples.’ (Jn. 15:7, 8)
'Sow for yourselves righteousness, and reap the fruit of unfailing love, and break up your
unplowed ground; for it is time to seek the Lord, until He comes and showers righteousness
on you.’ (Hos. 10:12)

‘Jesus, we cry out for our fruitless ones. Give us time to prepare the ground of their hearts to
welcome You afresh. We ask for the rain of Your Mercy in their lives; use whatever You must to
break up the fallow ground. Help us to grant each what (s)he really needs. We set these ones apart
for Your purposes, O God. Make them fruitful once more, in Your Name and by Your Mercy.’
—
Author’s note – Each day’s entry is based a passage from St Faustina’s diary. The passage entry is
the number in parentheses at the end of each opening quote or simply a page number in
parenthesis. Diary of St Maria Faustina Kowalska – Divine Mercy in My Soul (Association of Marion
Helpers, Stockbridge, MA 01263) is available through the publisher or Amazon.com.
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