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Falsifying Hope
‘There is no greater tragedy for man than the disillusionment he suffers when he has falsified his
hope by placing it in something other than the Love that satisfies.’
St. Josemaria Escriva
We are setting up future generations for disillusionment. We are giving them false hope. Case in
point: our national celebration of Bruce Jenner-in-drag as ‘athlete of the year’ at the ESPY awards
and the smug assumption that we are now on the right side of history with ‘gay marriage’ in
America.
The Supreme Court redefining marriage is founded on the wrong assumption that people are
intrinsically, immutably homosexual, an ‘ethnos’ in its own right. We then conclude that the ‘gay’
pursuit of happiness must include the right to same-gender marriage, in the same breath that we
champion freedom from racial discrimination.
That is a lie. Persons with same-sex attraction are not inherently ‘gay’ any more than are persons
with heterosexual lust problems. Anyone facing disordered desires can change; ethnic status is
immutable and inherently blessed, far removed from the moral implications of celebrating alternate
sexual ‘selves.’
Could it be that persons with same-sex attraction are in conflict with their true ethnos--to be
reconciled to their own gender in order to make peace with their need for the opposite gender? We
do no-one any favor by holding out the hope that ‘gay’ marriage will resolve the conflict at the core
of same-sex attraction. It falsifies the hope of happiness. We must dig deeper than superficial
ethnic metaphors in order to probe why persons become ‘gay’ and how they can resolve their real
conflicts.
On that fault line, we now embrace the right of persons to choose their own gender, a la Bruce
Jenner. His hope now lies in creating a ‘female’ self through hormones and plastic surgery and
designer gowns. I watched gap-mouthed as this deep-voiced 65-year-old man in a tight white dress
received his ESPY award and cast a global vision of ‘self-acceptance’ for young people as equally
conflicted in their gender identities as he is. In his words, ‘This award is about accepting people for
who they are.’
Jenner is clueless about who he is and yet now seeks to guide thousands into becoming ‘who they
are’. The blind lead the blind into bitter disillusion. ‘They promise them freedom, while they
themselves are slaves to depravity’ (2P 2:9).
We only know who we are based on the One who made us and who with great compassion longs
to redeem us from the catastrophic impact of sin upon our gender selves. For the sake of future
generations, let us forsake all complicity with false hope. Let us seek with all our hearts to make
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Jesus known to vulnerable ones. He alone is trustworthy, the Hope who will not disappoint us.
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