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Broken and Beautiful

What relevance is the Resurrected Christ for those struggling with unwanted same-sex attraction?
Or with any other profound sexual problem?
As one who shares that struggle, I often feel like the rather clueless disciples, stumbling about in
the dark with the risen Christ. Disoriented by mixed signals from the church and world, ‘harassed
at every turn’ (2 Cor 7:5), I fail to see Him among us.
And yet in blessed moments, He opens our eyes and we see Him as He is. His tender power
surpasses our deepest need and transcends moral abstractions. In an instant we realize that our
need is only Him—His Real Presence, the life of the world becoming our life, the center in which we
rest, the anchor of our soul, sure and steadfast. (Heb. 6:19)
Mysteries, all, made tangible by His body, broken for us and beautiful. It is fitting that only at table
together, in the breaking of the bread—the re-presentation of His crucifixion, of His brokenness, that
the disciples’ eyes were opened to behold Jesus in His resurrection, His wholeness.
‘When He was at table with them, He took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it
to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him…’ (Lk 24: 30)

I am convinced that we shall behold the Risen Christ only when we discover Him in His broken
body.
A few nights back I revisited the beauty of that brokenness. We gathered as one body at our Living
Waters Training; there I taught on overcoming sexual brokenness through the advocacy of the
Church. Given the unusually high levels of confusion in our culture today over same-sex attraction,
I felt compelled to urge all same-sex strugglers (approximately one-third of the group) to come
forward. The remaining folks--‘the traditionally-broken’—came forward to lay hands on them and
impart power from on high.
God brought such freedom. The Risen Christ met us in acknowledged brokenness and revealed
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Himself to us: tender power to raise those deadened by fear and confusion and to make us one
body.
If we want to know Him, the Risen Lord, we must be known by them: His body, broken and
beautiful.
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